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Prominent European creators sign  
“A call to invest in all our creative futures" 

 

Brussels, 14 July, 2020 – Below is an op-ed signed by leading European creatives. In 
the op-ed, the creators detail the devastating effects the COVID-19 crisis has had on 
the creative sector and call on EU leaders to “be bold”, to rethink current pledges and 
invest more in creativity and the arts.  

This op-ed is especially pertinent given the meeting of EU leaders in Brussels on 17-18 
July, where the EU recovery plan and budget will be the main topics on the agenda. 

A full list of names can be seen below the letter but some prominent names from 
across Europe include: singer Björk, electronic music pioneer Jean Michel Jarre, film 
director Agnieszka Holland, conceptual visual artist Daniel Buren, performance artist 
Marina Abramovich, award-winning author Nina George, singer MØ, Benny Andersson 
of ABBA, choreographer Anne-Teresa Keersmaeker, film directors the Dardenne 
Brothers, singers Ibeyi, and many more. 

In May 2018, the European Commission proposed MFF 2021-27, which allocated 
€1.8bn for Creative Europe, an increase from the current Creative Europe €1.4bn 
amount. In May 2020, amidst the devastating crisis in the cultural sector, the 
Commission reduced this earlier proposal to €1.5bn in its new MFF draft, despite the 
European Parliament’s position of doubling the amount. The Commission also did not 
detail any targeted support for cultural and creative sectors within the various elements 
of recovery mechanisms (Next Generation EU).  
 
The creative sector welcomes several recent high-level statements in support of culture 
at the EU level made by Mariya Gabriel, Didier Renders, Thierry Breton, Emmanuel 
Macron, among others, but now asks for a concrete commitment to realise this 
objective. 
 
The following letter follows an unprecedented campaign by cultural and creative 
organisations, 99 in total, including GESAC, urging the EU institutions and member 
states to recognise that cultural and creative industries are under existential threat, 
although they should be at the centre of a sustainable recovery plan to re-boost EU 
economy. Germany, France and Italy are supportive of allocating more EU budget for 
culture. 
 
 

OP-ED CAN BE READ IN FULL ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE 
 
 

https://twitter.com/GabrielMariya/status/1242079710055665664
https://twitter.com/dreynders/status/1257357682979340288
https://twitter.com/ThierryBreton/status/1275121678125862912
https://www.lalibre.be/culture/politique/emmanuel-macron-annonce-des-mesures-concretes-pour-la-culture-5eb2a75a7b50a67d2e2099ba
https://www.lalibre.be/culture/politique/emmanuel-macron-annonce-des-mesures-concretes-pour-la-culture-5eb2a75a7b50a67d2e2099ba
https://authorsocieties.eu/investing-in-europes-next-generation-by-investing-in-culture/
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/bundesregierung/staatsministerin-fuer-kultur-und-medien/aktuelles/gruetters-langjaehrig-gewachsene-strukturen-der-europaeischen-kulturlandschaft-erhalten-gemeinsamer-brief-der-kulturstaatsministerin-mit-amtskollegen-aus-italien-und-frankreich-1765194


 
A call to invest in all our creative futures 

European culture is in the midst of a crisis. How decision-makers choose to respond 
now will set the scene for the next decade of cultural and creative life in our union. 

Since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, theatres, cinemas, music halls, museums 
and other venues of cultural expression have remained closed. Many of those venues 
will simply not reopen. 

The result has been to squeeze the life out of the cultural and creative sectors, 
exacerbating the desperately perilous situation in which culture, the arts and the 
creative sectors at large find themselves.  

Cultural and creative sectors are Europe’s third largest employer. Meaning the 
economic consequences of a stagnant sector have reached far beyond the realm of 
culture. 

But, despite such a diminished cultural landscape, it is to culture that we have all 
turned during this time of great personal and societal adversity.  
 
It is music that has brought us together on balconies, films and TV series that have 
entertained us, documentaries, books, performances, pieces of art that have all truly 
comforted us in our solitude and helped us to escape intellectually and creatively. 

Europe’s most treasured asset is our culture. It is a culture united in its diversity, a 
culture that draws in millions of people from all over the world every single month. 

Cultural expression in all its diversity is at the heart of what is meant to be European. 

Despite strong messages from leaders of the European Union that our sectors would 
be firmly supported, the current proposals for a recovery plan and a European budget 
strangely fail to consider the needs of the cultural and creative sectors.  

As creators and professionals from the sector, we call on the EU leaders to be bold and 
to invest in culture and the arts, to invest in all our creative futures. 

We need a plan that revives our cultural ecosystem and inspires the next generation of 
Europeans.  
 
This means providing the financial resources at a level which will allow art, culture, 
cultural and creative enterprises, creators and creative workers to continue their work, 
to survive and thrive into the future.  

This is an opportunity for the EU to amply demonstrate that it can honour its values. 

The time is now for Europe to be ambitious and invest in its creative future. 

Culture is the fertile soil out of which Europe’s next generation will unite and flourish. 
Let’s show Europe’s next generations what kind of future we want to offer them!   

 

 

SIGNATORIES ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE 

 

 

 

 



 
List of signatories 

1. Aga Zaryan, jazz vocalist (PL) 
2. Agnieszka Holland, filmmaker (PL) 
3. Agustín Almodóvar, producer (ES) 
4. Alberto Guijarro, director of Primavera Sound and Sala Apolo (ES) 
5. Alberto Iglesias, film music composer (ES) 
6. Anne Teresa De Keersmaeker, contemporary dance choreographer (BE) 
7. Benny Andersson, musician, composer (SE) 
8. Bernie Sherlock, conductor (IE) 
9. Björk, singer-songwriter (IS) 
10. Charles Sturridge, filmmaker (UK)  
11. Dame Evelyn Glennie, percussionist and composer (UK) 
12. Daniel Buren, visual artist (FR) 
13. Isabel Coixet, filmmaker (ES) 
14. István Szabó, filmmaker (HU) 
15. Ivo van Hove, theatre director (NL/BE) 
16. Jaco Van Dormael, filmmaker (BE) 
17. Jean-Michel Jarre, composer, musician (FR) 
18. Jean-Pierre and Luc Dardenne, filmmakers (BE) 
19. Jean-Xavier de Lestrade, filmmaker (FR) 
20. Joan Fontcuberta, conceptual artist and photographer (ES) 
21. Lisa Kaindé Diaz Zayas and Naomi Diaz Zayas - IBEYI, singers, songwriters, 

and music composers (FR) 
22. Marian Urban, Scriptwriter and Film Producer (SK) 
23. Marina Abramović, performance artist (US/SRB) 
24. Martin Šulík, Film Director and Film Producer (SK) 
25. Maryla Rodowicz, singer (PL) 
26. Michał Urbaniak, musician and composer (PL) 
27. Milo Rau, theatre director (BE/CH) 
28. Mirga Grazinyte, conductor (LT/UK) 
29. MØ, singer, songwriter, and record producer (DK) 
30. Moritz Eggert, composer (DE) 
31. Nele Neuhaus, writer (DE) 
32. Nicola Campogrande, composer (IT) 
33. Nina Bouraoui, writer (FR) 
34. Nina George, writer (DE) 
35. Olga Neuwirth, composer (AT) 
36. Olivier Guez, writer (FR) 
37. Paul Dujardin, CEO & artistic director of BOZAR (BE) 
38. Phil Manzanera, composer, guitarist (UK) 
39. Salvador Sobral, musician (PT) 
40. Sebastian Fitzek, writer (DE) 
41. Stijn Coninx, film director (BE) 
42. Thomas Anargyros, producer (FR) 
43. Tiago Rodrigues, writer, director, artistic director Teatro Nacional D. Maria II 

(PT) 
44. Tim Etchells, artistic director, artist, writer (UK) 
45. Yuval Weinberg, conductor (IL/DE) 

  

 


